
Doug Padgett RIP 
 

It is with great sadness to learn of the passing of Doug Padgett.  
 
Although never an Undercliffe player, Doug had a significant influence on the cricket careers of many former UCC 
players, including David, Bairstow, Stephen Lee, Alex Wharfe, Matthew Wood, Simon Kellett, Ashley Metcalfe, Mark 
Gilliver, Chris Schofield and Andy Wilsdon to name a few. 
 
Like many others, I have much to thank Doug for. As a 16 year old having just played a season with Barnsley in the 
Yorkshire League , finding opportunities to bat and bowl were difficult in a side that had the likes of Graham Stevenson, 
Arnie Sidebottom, Steve Oldham, Steve Remington, Derek Crossland and Geoff Boycott (when he needed match 
practice). Doug suggested that I would get more opportunity playing in the Bradford league, there was never a 
discussion about which club, and it would be his club Bowling Old Lane. The great Jack Hill took me under his wing 
and ensured I developed my game under the captaincy of Derbyshire quick bowler Harold Rhodes. Doug watched 
from the side-lines every week. 
 
I was fortunate to play for Yorkshire seconds for a number of seasons under the leadership of Doug, he also captained 
the Yorkshire under 25 team that competed in the Warwick Pool competition. Doug made a massive contribution to 
my playing career both on and off the field. He ensured all the young players accompanied him for meals out during 
away games, introduced us all too fine dining and good wine and insisted we split the bill. On the field he fielded at 
first slip, and directed operations using his skill and knowledge of the game. He made sure we all bowled to well set 
fields and were given the best chance to perform well. On rained off days Doug insisted that that we develop our 
knowledge of the judicial system, he would take us to sit in the public gallery at court to observe the legal proceedings. 
The judge would often acknowledge Doug’s presence and comment on the inclement weather outside. Although his 
batting career had long finished, he would bat at number nine giving everyone a chance to show what they could do. 
He seldom had to get his pads on but occasionally had to show his class with the bat and steer the game in Yorkshires 
favour.  
 
Doug was a man of few words, but what he did say was worth listening to. I played in several of his testimonial season 
matches where the public speaking bit at the end of games was always his least favourite contribution. 
 
Doug’s influence and impact on fringe players, league players, second eleven players, county players and 
internationals has been immense. It’s no secret that Bowling Old Lane attracted many very talented cricketers as a 
result of Doug being associated with the club. Athey, Ramage, Silvester, Gough, Moxon and many others. As with all 
coaches, Doug sometimes had to make difficult decisions, but he remained a popular and well respected coach who 
was cricket through and through. He will be greatly missed, his influence changed the lives of many for the better.  
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B/R left to right. David Smith, Arnie Sidebottom, Simon Dennis, Russell Heritage, Neil Hartley, 

 
F/R Peter Ingham, Mark Brearley, Doug Padgett, Kevin Sharp, Phil Woodliffe. 

 


